dut" :oj Marines dates back to the Revolutionary
War -days. Currently, Marine detachments are as-
signed mainly aboard carriers, battleships and sub-
marine tenders. It's the Marine Corps' only occupa-
tion conducted exclusively aboard ship. "Every time
this ship goes to sea, we're on it," said the USS
America's Gunnery Sgt. Charles W. Sweeney. "This
is our base."

This reality can be sobering for some, with space
scarce on even the largest carriers. A young Marine
can find himself sleeping in a 12-man compartment
which is probably smaller than the room he left at
home.

Detachment members reply that the assignment is
worth a few sacrifices. "It's a special job, a privilege,"
said Cpl. Eric W. Sorensen, who added that the
camaraderie within the detachment helps ease ad-
justing to life at sea.

"You learn to bring just what you need" added Cpl.
Harold J. Smith. "Actually, it's fairly easy to get used
to. Anyone should be able to do it."

Although detachments must work within the con-
fines of a ship, being physically fit is essential. On
the Roosevelt, for instance, responding to an
emergency could mean crossing a flight deck which
is larger than several football fields.

"Since it's a prestigious duty, our Marines must
also be reliable," explained Sweeney. "Something as
relatively simple as bouncing a check can get a
Marine relieved."

Those interested in serving in a Marine detach-
ment can request sea duty upon entering the service,
Usovicz said. Candidates are heavily screened before
being accepted, he added. Training is held either on-
the-job or with Marine Security Force Batallions in
Noi folk, Va. and Vallejo, Calif. Subjects covered in-
clude weapons security, shipboard tactics, naval ter-
minology and customs, firefighting, hand-to-hand
combat and damage control.

"This duty is unique in that it gives us an oppor-
tunity to work closely with another service," said 1st
Lt. Jeff R. Brincat, executive officer of the USS
America's Marine detachment. Sailors have been
known for directing a few good-natured jokes at

Marines. The opposite is also true. When it comes to
a ship's security, however, the comedy stops when the
work begins, detachment members say. "There's a lot
of mutual respect," said the USS Roosevelt's PFC
David De La Vina Jr. "Aboard this ship, the Navy
and Marine Corps perform as a team." O

Space aboard ship may be limited.

... but the Marines can always find room for the essentials.
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